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LEO HERBERT LEHMANN, M.A.; 8.T.L.; D.D. 


December 6, 1895 - June 19, 1950 


3e at much as in me is, | am ready to preach the Gospel to you that are in Rome. For I 
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation to 


ays 


everyone that believeth.” 





Present with the Lord 


BHEREAS Almighty God in His infinite wisdom and boundless love has seen fit to 
unto Himself our beloved brother, % 


Geo Herbert Lehmann 


WHEREAS Brother Lehmann had served from 1940 until his passing as a 


ag 


tor of Christ’s Mission and Editor of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE, which unde 
his able direction have expanded and progressed to a position of international recognitige 
and authority ; : ve 
And #§HEREAS he counselled with many of his’ fellow former Roman Catholic 5 e 
and compassionately sought to aid them both materially and spiritually, that he 
make easier for them the hard and humiliating road forced upon them by Roman Cathe 
pressure and ostracism ; : Aa 
And YHHEREAS he travelled throughout this country, the Dominion of Canada and! 
British Isles presenting the true Gospel of Christ against the background of the errors 
the Roman Catholic Church, thereby exposing himself to public abuse and vilification, 


And ¥HHEREAS Leo Lehmann was a man of outstanding integrity and a staunch ou 
tender for the faith once delivered to the saints, having come to that faith through: 
labyrinth of the Roman Catholic Church; 4 


And #HHEREAS by his passing the work of Christ’s Mission, Evangelical Christiag 
and the whole of Protestantism have lost a fervent exponent and worker; truth-seek 

Roman Catholics, a sincere friend; his family a loving and faithful husband and father 
and this country, a valiant and fearless defender of the inalienable rights and freedom 
upon which our democracy was founded ; : 


And WHEREAS the staff and the Board of’ Trustees of Christ’s Mission feel a sen: : 
deep personal and professional loss in his passing ; ; 


Now WHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we of the Board of Trustees of Chit 


i 


cs 


Mission express in this way our love and appreciation of our brother; 


@zE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we extend our sympathy to his family and commem 
them to the care of the Lord, with a special enjoinment to his twin sons, Theodore ait 
Frederick, who have much cause to rejoice in the noble heritage of a father who labor 
so diligently and effectively for the One High Priest ; & 
@E IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we who remain at Christ's Mission maintain i 
high standards of Christian charity and scholarship he set through the pages of THE Colm 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE and in the direction of Christ’s Mission ; f 


@E IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we seek always to emulate his humble spirit 
was consistent with his Christian profession and characterized by his consuming desift 
to serve the Saviour to whom he had surrendered his all. ; 


THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CHRIST'S MISSI 
June 19, 1950 : 
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stunned at the painful news of Dr. 
's death. 


“As former president of the Board of 
Trustees of Christ’s Mission, I have every 
tason to know something of the inside 
tory of a great soul’s dramatic birth, 
powth and terrific conflict. He was sub- 
fated to the full pressure of one of the 
s most celebrated tyrannies, the 
spirit and power of the Catholic 
y- He was a modern Athanasius. 
toiled in the authentic tradition of Mar- 
fin Luther. To the Cause of the Man of 
Gilvary he devoted his whole strength from 
tie hour of his enlightenment. Having suf- 
feed, he was brother to those numerous 
dhet priests who staggered out of the Ro- 
tian Labyrinth. And he did his consecrated 
wmost to awaken the soporific and Laodi- 
an Church of his generation to the blood- 
td peril confronting the Protestantism 
which cradled and nourished America from 
bibyhood to gianthood in freedom. Many 
& not see the issue. Others have not the 
gully courage required. But Leo Lehmann 
was a champion of Truth as he saw it, and 
tfFreedom of Conscience for every one. 
‘America can ill afford to lose a man of 
lis calibre and convictions. But as we 
fumbly submit to the Will of our most 
fixious heavenly Father, we must also ac- 
a the stirring challenge to fill this place 
; ip and keep his noble work of 
Gurity and Christlike helpfulness to ex- 
e active as the most fitting memorial 
batrue son of God and of the glorious 


























Dr. T. Cristie INNES, Pastor, 
Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
San Francisco, California 


September, 1950 











Nessages of Cribute to £. Ft. Lehmann 





A dear friend, and able, farseeing, wise 
Christian worker, a true Evangelical son 
of the blessed Reformation. What a meet- 
ing above with his great predecessors 
from Luther on. But how we shall miss 
him below. 

Ernest Gorpon, Editor, 

Sunday School Times 


CHARLES E. Futter, Director, 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour 


scosnernasanpenivoen lutte 


I am deeply grieved to hear of the passing 
of Dr. Lehmann. We had very much hoped 
that he would recover and continue in the 
important place which he was filling. We 
know, however, that our Heavenly Father 
makes no mistakes, and while we rejoice 
that with the Lord’s servant it is much bet- 
ter to be with Christ, we can also commit 
the care of the work to the Great Head of 
the Church, who knows how much the tes- 
timony is needed. 


Dr. J. C. MACAULAY, Pastor, 
Wheaton Bible Church, 
W heaton, Illinois 


—_ moved at the passing of our esteem- 
ed Director, Dr. Lehmann. God's all wise 
providence must be for the best, if not ap- 
parent to us now. May the everlasting con- 
solation and good hope of the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ comfort us all in this 
hour of bereavement. 


WituaM E. Burke, Field Representative, 
Christ's Mission 


———_ ¢ —_____ 


I was shocked to learn of the death of Dr. 
Leo H. Lehmann, who has done such a 
distinguished and such a constructive 
piece of work. This is a personal word to 
express my sympathy to all who knew him 
well and also to express the hope that his 
work may go forward with increasing 
power. 


G. BROMLEY OxNaM, Bishop, 
Methodist Church in the New York area 


a 


Dr. Lehmann’s promotion is a great loss to 
the entire Protestantism. A courageous sol- 
dier of the Cross and heroic defender of 
the faith. His devotion and consecrated 
life to the Lord were an inspiration. Loved 
in life as one of the finest Christian charac- 
ters, his past ministry will continue bearing 
fruits. 


Dr. WALTER M. MonrtANO, Director, 
Western Hemisphere Evangelistic Union 


oo 


News of Dr. Lehmann’s call home comes 
as a severe shock. For him now to be with 
his Saviour is tremendous gain, but for 
America it is tremendous loss. He was a 
great and valiant champion of the Truth 
in Christ Jesus. A courageous and joyful 
defender of Protestantism. A sincere and 
loyal lover of the freedom in which 
Christ has made us free. I rejoice in the 
reward which is now his and I pray God 
will raise up a successor equal in discern- 
ment of Christian truth. 


FREDERICK C. FowLeER, President, 
National Association of Evangelicals 
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Have learned with sorrow of Dr. 
mann’s death. The Church of Christ 
lost a warm, Evangelical leader and Pj 
estantism one of its strongest expo 
May God raise up worthy leaders 
future. Ss 
O. G. MALMIN, Editon 
Lutheran Herald 


My sincerest deepest sympathy in the 
going of one of God's mighty defenderggf 
the faith. Dr. Lehmann held high the tom 
of truth in the night of apostasy. May te 
great work he did under God deg 
threats and slanderous abuse from his @ 
mies never abate for a single moment. 
scholarly calm and purely Christian | 
duct in his exposure of sin and corrupt 
within the Church will always be gratefull 
remembered. If God be for us’ who caf} 
against us? The night is far spent, the @ 
is at hand, let us fight the good fig! 
faith until our Captain, the Lord Jem 
Christ, shall come. 


ee ee ee ee es eee 
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Davip Otis FULLER, Pastor, s 
Wealthy Street Baptist Church, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. ¢ 


———— + 


I am deeply impressed by the passing @ 
Dr. Leo Lehmann, as of one whose i 
most desire was to help those who i 
dismayed at the all-too human de : 
ments and policies of the Church @ 
Rome. He prayed and _ worked, 
doubters might not be swallowed 
darkness and despair, as they were ) 
rebuked by their own people, but tt 
their faith in the promises of the 
Gospel might be renewed, and that | 
might seek for the only comfort and 
ance of the Holy Ghost. His was 
spirit of revolt, but of passionate ch 


4 


GeorcE A. BARROIS, Associate Profestth 
Princeton Theological Seminary, 4 
Princeton, N. ]. & 
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The Home-going of my good friend and 
pw-soldier of the Cross, Dr. Lehmann, 
th news came to me today by telegram, 

gs indeed a surprise. It was my privilege 

pknow him personally, and to regard him 
fa humble servant of Christ who was en- 

usted with special talents, and a most im- 

giant ministry. Also, through our fellow- 

and cooperation, wonderfully 


_ many doors to Dr. Lehmann and 
oO 


f Christ’s Mission in the Lutheran 
Church of the mid-west, the fruits of which 
ue becoming more evident with the pass- 

5 of time. 
4 is my personal conviction, along with 


f im @ increasingly large number of fellow 
a that, together with REVIVAL, the 


‘ t denominations must promote on 
larger scale the of ministry to 
God had called be Sahenena es 
gat departed brother often put it, the glor- 
ious light of the Christian Gospel must be 
@nitasted against the black paganism that 
q@astitutes the menace of Romanism! 

[join with all of you in thanksgiving 
t0God for what the Lord has been able to 
«complish through the life and work of 
Dt. Lehmann, and it is my prayer that God 
will put the man of His choice in the posi- 
tion now vacant. May our Victorious Lord 
Jeus Christ have the pre-eminence. 


Frep A. SOMMARS, Pastor, 
Bagley, Minnesota 


—  e 


Extremely sorry to learn of the passing 
Dr. Lehmann. Accept my deepest sym- 
fathy. The Lord buries but His good 
work goes on. 


AARON FRANCESCO GUGLIELMI, Ex-Priest 
— 


Deeply grieved by passing of Dr. Leh- 
Mann, great leader with vision and cour- 
age. May we keep his faith. 


Rev. F. F. Payas, Ex-Priest 


The entire staff of the Bible Institute 
Los Angeles and the Church of The 
Door mourn the passing of one of 
great men in this generation. Dr. 
mann will be remembered by those 
around Los Angeles as a defender 
Truth of God, an able exponent 
Scriptures and as a kind and gentl 
vant of Christ. Great will be his rew 
in glory. Please express our deepest sym- 
pathy to his loved ones. 


in 

of 

of 
e 


Dr. Louis T. TALBor, President, 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 


a 


Courage and integrity—these were the sub- 
lime qualities which were developed to 
their fullest in the heart and soul of Dr. L. 
H. Lehmann. ‘Though we can no longer 
benefit by his personal counsel, we must 
not fail to profit by the example he set us. 
Let us follow the Truth as God gives us to 
see the Truth wherever it may lead. 


GLENN L. ARCHER, Executive Director, 
Protestants and other Americans United 
For Separation of Church and State 


0 


I was deeply grieved over the death of 
Brother Lehmann. He had done such a 
wonderful work it is hard to imagine any- 
one taking his place. Yet I believe God will 
raise up some person to take his place and 
carry on His work. 

Dr. Lehmann had spoken in the church 
here to a filled congregation, one of the 
largest the church ever had and with great 
power and influence. He had been a guest 
in my home at the time. I was always deep- 
ly impressed with his rare understanding 
and devotion to the cause of Christ. 

May God direct all your work and give 
you good success. It must go on. It’s too 
important not to. 


Rev. Ceciz E. Krre, Pastor, 
Elmburst Baptist Church, 
Elmburst, N.Y. 





Deeply grieved over the home call of our A 
beloved Brother Lehmann, but we know 
for him it is far better. Sincerest sympa- 
thy to friends and relatives. 


Harry A. IRONsSDE, Former Pastor, 
Moody Memorial Church, 
Chicago, Ill. 


warrior for the true Gg 
has entered into the presence of Him wh 
he exalted. He was by far the ablest of 
group called to separate superstition fig 
revelation. May God raise up others agp 
' for the great conflict before us. 


Wirsur M. Smari, Editon, 
Peloubet’s Select Notes 
a 


a 
It is an honor to pay tribute to.a man who 
has come “Out of The Labyrinth” into the 


simplicity there is in Christ; from a com- 
plicated human system that takes away the 
glory of Christ our Crucified Savior and 


The Baptist Joint Committee on 
Affairs, representing four major 
al.. Baptist conventions, deeply 


over the passing of Dr. Lehmann. Hey 
performing a much needed service 
America and doing it in a vigorous @ 
mendable manner. Please know of 


His work, into the perfect liberty and peace 
that we find in the finished work of that 


matchless Savior whose last words on the 


Cross were “It is finished.” It has been my 
rivilege to know many others, like our be- 
oved, brilliant and courageous brother-in- 

Christ, who also have come out of a “‘laby- 

rinth” that binds and keeps one in uncer- 

tainty, with no assurance of peace or salva- 
tion except through the church. 

The work of Christ’s Mission and its 

riodical, THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 

GAZINE, has thrown the true light on a 
system that keeps its followers in darkness 
and doubt, a religion of works only and 
not of faith, one of fear and not of bless- 
ed assurance. It has been a real blessing and 
eye opener to me. 

May others faithfully carry on the fear- 
less, loving leadership of this, our beloved 
brother-in-Christ, Leo H. Lehmann, who 
will be sorely missed. 


EuGENE R. KELLERSBERGER, 
General Secretary, 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 


piensa aint aici 


We feel profound sense of loss over death 
of Dr. Lehmann. His work for the Prot- 
estant cause was prodigious. Undoubted- 
ly he gave his all for the cause of Christ. 


JoHN W. Brapsury, Editor 
The Watchman Exeminer 


profound sympathy. 


JosePH M. Dawson, Executive Direct 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Aff 


1 am greatly shocked at the news 
Lehmann’s death. Evangelical Chr 
ity and the forces battling for 
liberty have lost a mighty 
Greetings and best wishes to 

will carry on in his place. 


L. A. 


a es 


His was that rare and magnetic persdl 


that always inspired me to draw f 
God. Gentle, courteous, just and a 
ate, his passing will have removed a! 
of dere a and strength that can be 
only in a few. The highest and sif 
tribute I can render to so noble a § 
this: “If in my own life there 
found the same consecration and dé 
to Christ and His Gospel, I am con 


Rev. WILLIAM J. KimsHEL, Mini: t 


Pine Street Gospel Chapel, 
New Haven, Conn. 
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, Lehmann’s passing is a definite Icss to 
Protestant cause which he deeply loved 
fearlessly defended. The best tribute 
pcan offer is the rededication of our lives 
ipthe work which he so nobly presented, 
tat of witnessing to this saving power of 
Christ and earnestly contending for the 
faith which was once delivered to the saints. 


J. A. FERNANDEZ, Ex-Priest 


We were saddened to hear of Dr. Leh- 
mann’s going to be with Christ because 
we loved him, but our hearts are joyous 
toknow he is forever with our dear Sav- 
jour arid as one of old said, “Departed to 
be with Christ which is far better.” But 
til we meet him above we will never for- 
get Dr. Lehmann’s friendly and kindly 
fellowship in our dear Saviour, and his 
faithfulness to God. 


RALPH F. BECKER 


We were shocked and saddened to learn 
of the death of Dr. Leo H. Lehmann. We 
wish to convey our deep sympathy upon 
the loss of this remarkable man. 

It was our privilege to know Dr. Leo 
H. Lehmann through most of the years 
he served as editor of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE. He combined 
with his personal charm and unlimited 
energy the highest type of business ethics. 

We know that you have suffered a 
great loss both personal and professional. 


C. M. BERGER, Manager, 
Globe-Times Printery 


a 


Leo Lehmann was a valiant fighter for 
American freedom against the encroach- 
ments of Roman Catholic power and lov- 
ers of freedom will salute his memory. 


PAUL BLANSHARD, Author, - 
“American Freedom and Catholic Power’ 


Dr. Leo H. Lehmann photographed in September, 1948, with a group of New England 
Congregational pastors in Wilbraham, Mass., where he spoke at the New England 
Congregational Convention. 


September, 1950 


199 





“Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply te Thy cross I cling.” 


A Servant Glorified 


"I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He bro fh 
me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, a 
established my goings. Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works.” % 


was N MONDAY MORNING, 
a June 19, our beloved Execu- 
tive Director of Christ’s Mis- 
sion and Editor of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE, Leo 
Herbert Lehmann, entered the pres- 
ence of his Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. To his multitude of friends, 
this seemed a most untimely cessation 
of a fruitful ministry, but as so many 
have said, God makes no mistakes; 
His ways are not our ways; what is our 
loss, is Leo Lehmann’s gain. 

Upon learning of Dr. Lehmann’s 
passing, Ernest Gordon, a giant of the 
faith and son of the renowned late A. 
J. Gordon, telegraphed,“ A dear friend, 
and able, farseeing, wise Christian 
worker, a true evangelical son of the 
Blessed Reformation. What a meeting 
above with his great predecessors from 
Luther on. But how we shall miss him 
below.” And truly a great heavenly 
meeting it must have been. In his biog- 
raphy Dr. Lehmann tells how the tes- 
timony of these men helped in his own 
decision to leave the Roman Catholic 
priesthood: 


“Along the difficult path from the 
church of my childhood and its ancient 
priesthood I had to travel alone, bereft 


200 


Psa. 40:1, 28 


of all human guidance and sym 
Christ was my only companion pe Dui 
Resolutely I gras His outstretd 
hand and followed whither Hé led.” 
“I knew that others had trodden 
path before me, and that for many, 
them it was a bloody road to tortures 
violent death. The record of a hosti 
brave, persecuted and martyred priests 
Rome has come down to us in the p 
of history—a record of glorious 
ment for the truth of Jesus Chris 
shame for the Roman papacy. Bt 
ing to the restrictive nature of my p 
learning, I knew but imperfectly th 
the Christlike motives which have 
ated them. I may mention John F 
John Wyclif, and Savonarola of the pie 
reformation period, and Martin , 
John Calvin, John Knox, Thomas Cran 
mer and others who, during that timed? 
stress, repudiated the Roman priest 
I have now come to realize why # 
names will always remain inscribe 
shining letters upon the scroll of hii 
and why all generations to come | 
acclaim them as saviors of the true C 
tian order.” + 


A savior of the true Christian d rae 
—many friends of Christ’s Missi 
tell of the blessings received from| 
through the writings and personal 
timony of Leo H. Lehmann. Count 


*Soul Of a Priest, Lehmann, Agora Pu 
Company, pp. 146, 147. 
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letters, such as the following, have 
# been received through the years he was 
BDirector of Christ's Mission: 
@ “May I say that your magazine has 
saved my son from Roman Catholicism. 
After reading a few copies of your 
Magazine, he says he can never become 
@ Roman Catholic, although he had 
planned to do so.” 
“My husband, a former Roman Catho- 
lic, has found your Magazine to be 
what he required to lead him ‘Out of 
the Labyrinth.’ ” 

* * * &* 


“Out of the Labyrinth,” Dr. Leh- 


8 mann’s last book, is a true title to his 


WE life, Youngest of a family of seven, 
Ig Lehmann was born December 6, 
# 1895 in Kingstown, Ireland, and duly 
iM baptised and registered as a child of 
@8 the Roman Catholic religion. 
® In his own words, regarding his an- 
qty, Dr. Lehmann says: 
“I found, however, as I grew up and 
played about with other boys that 
there was some noticeable difference 
tween myself and my companions, 
ie to my mixed ancestry. My father 


“4 Was a native of the German Schwartz- 


wald, or Black Forest, and had become 
anaturalized British subject in London 
before coming to Dublin where he met 

married my mother. She, on her 

was of the Anglo-Irish family of 
MH tie Rainsfords, and had turned Ro- 
in man Catholic in her girlhood. These 
lo-Irish have been always known 
iiltish history as ‘more Irish than the 
7 & lish themselves,’ though not always 
s ee to the Roman Catholic re- 


+ cannot be denied that we inherit 
i: ~ B scligious characteristics from our 
IB forebears. I have had proof of this in 


"7 ty life. Unknown to myself, two cha- 
isting Tacteristics have come to the surface in 


7B W teligious development, in spite of 


every environmental influence to the 
contrary. Only after the facts had de- 
veloped did I realize that the urge in 
me, first, to search for the true Christ 
in the Gospel itself in place of the 
Christ offered to me by Roman church 
authority, and second, to protest. pub- 
licly against priestly domination and 
untruth, must have come to me from 
my maternal grandfather and my own 
father, respectively. I never knew my 
grandfather as he had died long before 
I was born. Of my own father I have 
only a shadowy remembrance. I being 
but five years old when he died. What 
I know of these two was related by my 
elder sister. My grandfather Rainsford 
was a devout Bible-reading Protestant. 
It was with a kind of reverential awe 
that my sister recounted to me how he 
would retire at evening to read aloud 
from the Bible and play a hymn on 
the organ. 

“Of my father also she has recount- 
ed how he resented the arrogance of 
Irish priests in the churches in Dublin. 
More than once was he known to have 
disputed the sermons of the priests and 
to have left his seat and walked out 
of church.” * 

Dr. Lehmann’s primary education in 
Ireland was entirely from the nuns and 
Christian Brothers. He speaks of the 
nuns as ‘‘mistaken martyrs,” who were 
rigorous disciplinarians in the class- 
room but gentle motherly women out- 
side of school hours. Of the Christian 
Brothers of the Irish schools, on the 
other hand, he could recall very few 
redeeming qualities. As the Brothers 
were forbidden to teach secondary sub- 
jects and Latin, the Roman Catholic 
catechism was their principal text- 


"Ibid, pp. 22; 23-24; 24. 





book. It was a formidable booklet, 
crammed with unintelligible theologi- 
cal terms, which the young boys were 
forced to learn and recite by rote, un- 
der threat of corporal punishment. 


“The Bible was a closed book to 
us,” -he wrote, “in the classroom, in 
church, and in the home. Specially pre- 
pared Bible stories and gospel para- 
bles, with a strictly papal interpreta- 
tion, were given to us to read and learn 
by rote. But into the pages of the Bible 
or the Gospels themselves we never 
got a peep. I must confess that the 
beauty of the Psalms, the eternal veri- 
ties uttered by the Prophets, the prac- 
tical value of the writings of Paul— 
not to mention the truth of Christ as 
asserted by himself and recorded in 
the Evangels—were unknown to me 
until I freed myself from priestly min- 
istry.” * 


* * * * 


At the age of sixteen, Leo Lehmann 
decided to become a Roman Catholic 
priest. He relates: 


“It was principally the fear connected 
with everything in the Roman Catholic 
religion that helped my decision. I came 
to. believe that the only way to overcome 
or escape from it was to succeed in ob- 
taining power myself over religion by be- 
coming one of its priests. It was what 
our new psychologists would call a de- 
fense or escape mechanism. To us young 
boys, priests were a kind of lesser gods; 
they alone seemed to be free of the fear 
of the religion they preached. Sin or its 
consequences seemed not to affect them. 
We thought that, like the kings of old, 
they could do no wrong. 


“I was extremely happy then in the 
choice I made to become a priest. I count- 
_ ed pd. myself specially fortunate above my 


Ibid, pp. 28-29. 
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fellows for my holy vocation, log 
upon it as the greatest of favors God; 
bestow. And this especially so sing] 
was destined to carry the light of 
and Christian teaching, as I then s 

to some distant land sunk in the hor 
and superstitions of paganism or Prog: 
tant heresies. I chose South Africa as imp 
mission-field.”” * 


During the preparatory years q 
priestly training in Mungret Semina 
Limerick, overlooking the famed Id 7 
ly River Shannon, the monotonous | 
of pious exercises, meditation, mag 
visits to chapel, examination of oo 
science, intensive study and active pl 
was not irksome. : 


The studies were, of course, her 
counted, “‘strictly along Roman Cath 
lic lines. Our course in philosop ; 
psychology, and natural science rejed 
ed all opinions and trends of though 
which were not in full agreement wih 
Roman Catholic doctrine. 4 


“It was during my final year of phi 
osophy in Mungret that I was cou 
selled to read the Bible. A Roma 
Catholic version of church history wis 
taught us, which conveniently omitted 
everything of the record of the papa 
but the glory and magnificence of i 
churchly power. Not a trace of a dott 
was allowed to enter our minds abot 
the sanctity, the justice and the dé 
mission of the popes of Rome. 


“But nothing was taught us 
about the Bible. It was, of courses 
Douay version which was given us, a 
notated with papal interpretations. Bt 
peated warnings were given us not® 
depart from these, nor to allow of 
minds to wander any further from he 
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‘dosed, dogmatic opinions concerning 
gything we might see within its cov- 


Lm “The one thing in our minds which 
BE pyershadowed everything else was the 
@pectation of the longed for day of 
7% gdination when we would be made 
i and sent forth to preach to 


and Protestants that the only © 


way of salvation was that which was 
lad down for all men and nations by 
the popes of Rome.” 


* * *& #* 


Following graduation, Dr. Lehmann 
ad ten fellow Irish theologian-com- 

ions embarked the last week of 
bm (October, 1918, for the missionary sem- 
inary, 4? Propaganda Fide, in Rome, 
lialy. From the quiet, incense-laden at- 
mosphere of the ecclesiastical semi- 


~ 9 my, the party crossed the Irish Chan- 


nel to England and waited two weeks 
in London for secret papal influence 
oprevail upon the British War Office 
“8 © permit them to pass through war- 
om wecked France to Italy. They arrived 
78 mRome at 11 A.M. Armistice Day, 
am November 11, 1918, and proceeded 
® directly to take up residence at the col- 
lege. 


“It was during my seminary years in 
Rome,” wrote Dr. Lehmann, “that 
“8 doubt and distrust of the papal prac- 
"@ tee of Christianity first assailed me. 
“Bf ihe beginnings of my conversion date 
‘fm my personal contact in Rome 
“a Mit the magnificence of papal pomp 
“8 adsplendor. 

“Mine was not at first a Bible conver- 


tion; nor was it by any means instan- 
taneous, as has been the experience of 
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many through the Word of God in the 
Gospels. It required the bitter realiza- 
tion of many years of mental anguish, 
and of a useless priestly ministry, to 
bring my mind into true focus with the 
teachings of Christ. The promptings of 
my heart were there, it is true—a be-— 
wildered yearning for Christian prac- 
tice which should ‘make all things 
new.’ But my mind had been kept to 
the line of clever reasoning marked out 
by my papal instructors of philosophy 
and theology. Like Paul in the Areo- 
pagus at Athens, I learned to use the 


the truths of Christ. 


“The continuance of papal suprem- 
acy, I knew, depended upon their pseu- 
do-scientific dogmas. But since I had 
not been grounded upon the truth of 
Christ direct from His teachings in the 
Gospel, I could not then see the fallacy 
in the grandiose and unwarranted 
claim of the popes to universal, divine 
overlordship of all men and all na- 
tions. It was only by a slow process of 
turning the false reasonings in favor 
of the papacy’s pretentions against 
this claim, that I finally succeeded in 
proving how opposed these preten- 
sions were to the gentle simplicity of 
the teachings of the Founder of Chris- 
tianity. 


“Christian Scripture formed a part 
of our theological course in the Uni- 
versity of Propaganda Fide but only 
in the last years of our studies, and it 
was taught solely in Latin. It was pre- 
ceded by the all-important course of 
lectures in apologetics, the fabricated 
proofs that Roman Catholic doctrine 
and practice alone are right, and that 
all the teachings of other Christian 
churches are wrong and heretical. The 
Scripture course itself was merely an 
apologetic for papal interpretations of 
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certain texts of -Scripture to suit the 
past historical development and aims 
of papal power. 


“Nothing was taught or indicated 
to us about the spiritual, individual 
message of Christ in the Gospel itself. 
Hence, what was sought in teaching 
the Bible was a glib use of tag-ends of 
texts in defense of papal power. The 
letter of texts, apart from their con- 
text, supplies the pretext for Roman 
Catholic use of the Scripture. The spir- 
it of the word is overlooked. 


“The facts of papal church history 
came as a shock to us all. For this, only 
one year was allotted, and it was 
taught also in Latin from Latin and 
Italian text books. This period was, 
of course, altogether inadequate in or- 
der to obtain a true and full perspec- 
tive of the entire development of the 
Christian church through nineteen 
hundred years. As we were living with- 
in the shadow of the Vatican, it was 
more than interesting to learn of the 
many evil men who had sat in Peter’s 
Chair. We daily passed many land- 
marks of the subversive doings of 
greedy, ambitious warrior popes and 
their vile politics. There was the Castel 
di Sant’ Angelo, or Hadrians’s Mole, 
with its walls scarred from the cannon 
of one pope in the Vatican fortress 
bombarding a rival pope defying his 


anathemas. 


“A few of the questions which arose 
in our minds concerning the claims of 
the papacy, which we were told we 
must defend, may be briefly stated. 
American and Irish students discussed 
them in English among themselves so 
that the other students would not un- 
derstand: 
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“1. If Rome be the only center 
true faith and the sole fount of 
spiritual grace and divine favor, 
is it that true religion is so cing 
its own citizens? Why so much 
indecency, lawlessness, in the 4 
number of non-churchgoers in) 
Eternal City and Italy? Why so 
pagan rites in the worship of the 
who frequent the churches? 
courtesy was denied us from the Rj 
man rabble as we passed along 
streets; obscene insults were 
after us even by the children of Re 




































“2. Why so much clamor for prie 
from Ireland and elsewhere to 
themselves in China, India and Affig 
as’ missionaries of papal prop a: 
when Rome itself swarmed with tae , 
thousand priests lolling lazily in 
Vatican offices, and scarcely findig 
sufficient altars in its four hu 
churches to say mass? E 


“8. Catholics in Ireland and in 
English-speaking countries are 
that it is a heinous sin to swallow 
thing even resembling meat on 
days. They would spit out a mouth 
of meat if taken on Friday in a mon 
of forgetfulness. In Italy, in Re 
self where the law and its pur . 
are enacted, the peagtn. heen Say 
scruples. Even in our seminary, 
ped meat was served us on Frida 
the thick soup, called minestrone. 
the first time we learned that in © 
lic Spain anyone may eat a beef 
on any Friday provided he pay an 
lus, about five cents, to the treasury! 
the church. 
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“4. Why so much anxiety in F 
about the Protestant nations of 
land, Australia, South Africa, and ¢ 
United States? Protestants, as I fe 
out to my surprise when I 
amongst them, were orderly, la’ 
ing, church-going folk. They knew 4 
preached Christ crucified, and p 
their lives according to His teaching) 
found in the Gospels. Italians, i 
ever, in Rome and elsewhere, knew 
tle of the Christ as pictured in the ¢ 
pel narratives; nine-tenths of the 
ple in Italy despised their own 
and never go to church except to attem 
some paganish festival of one of 
hundreds of Madonnas or of Saint a 
thony. is 
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. “We got to know of the intrigues 


ong the ecclesiastics in Rome in or- 


Hr to gain the favor of those in power 


iB atthe Vatican; of their greed for papal 
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rs and advancement to high posi- 
; how each professor in the uni- 
ities spied upon the others, hoping 
by casting doubt upon the ortho- 
of some of their teachings, he 
d be rewarded with the favor of 
above him. We saw priests from 
il parts of Italy crowd in upon Rome 
fofawn upon those already in the high 
dices of the church. We found that 
ere were bitter factions among high 
mrch dignitaries. Some were build- 
ig up a bloc against those then in 
favor with the pope, waiting for his 
to have their partisan elected 
d obtain positions through him. All 
¢tions feared or sought the influence 
if Jesuit power. 

» “We heard how, when Pope Benedict 
“KV lay dying, he struggled with those 
“who were trying to keep him in the bed; 
“in his delirium he violently accused them 
‘of trying to hasten his death in order to 
“dect another pope who would favor his 

enemies. ; 
“Comparing what we saw around us 
inRome with the fragmentary facts of 
history which we learned at the uni- 
Wersity, we began to form a true pic- 
fire of the bloody and shameful story 
tf the popes of Rome in years past. 
We began to understand something 
lout the secret poisonings of popes 
iid cardinals from the precautions 
that are still taken to prevent the pois- 
thing of cardinals who would be un- 
desirable as future popes. I have served 
a the masses of cardinals in Rome 
Where one of the altar boys was 
Obliged to taste the wine for consecra- 
tion before it was allowed to be poured 
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into the jewel-encrusted chalice, as a 

proof that it was not poisoned. 
“We learned that the pope is forced al- 
ways to eat alone, and to sleep under 
armed guard; that every bottle of wine 
—no matter how exquisite—once un- 
corked at his lonely table, can never 
return to it; that his food is prepared 
and tested in a secret kitchen by a 
trusted monk, and then sealed and sent 
up to his dining-room in a private ele- 


vator.’” 

In spite of all these things, he still 
hoped for that inner peace when he, 
too, could administer the sacraments 
of grace. 


* *+ * * 


A‘: LENGTH, the day eagerly a- 

waited ‘with pious yearning—the 
day of ordination to the ancient priest- 
hood—drew near. Because of his serv- 
ice in the seminary as “prefect” over 
the senior boys, Dr. Lehmann was 
granted the special favor by church 
authorities of having his ordination 
day advanced six months. 


“I had little sense of any spiritual 
exaltation on my ordination day,” Dr. 
Lehmann recalled. “There was the us- 
ual splendor of ritual, gorgeous vest- 
ments, jewelled chalices, exquisite mu- 
sic, and abundance of incense and 
flowers. The ordaining prelate was the 
Vicar of Rome, Cardinal Basilio Pom- 
pilj. The ordination ceremony took 
place in St.John Lateran—the “Mother 
Church of the World’”—the Pope’s 
own church and parish. It is situated 
now in a slum quarter of Rome. In 
this parish of the pope there are com- 
paratively few practicing Catholics 
Thousands of couples live together 
without either church or civil sanction; 
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thousands of its children are not even 
baptized. Pope Pius IX is entombed in 
this church, but his body was carried 
thither for burial secretly, in the dead 
of night, for fear of the Roman rabble. 


‘The ordination of a priest is a long 
drawn-out ceremony; you are bewild- 
ered by the countless actions per- 
formed upon you; by the many prayers 
and endless chantings. Your fingers 
are consecrated to say mass and then 
wrapped in rich linen cloths; your 
head is anointed and likewise wrapped 
in linen bandages. You are given the 
golden chalice to touch; you are given 
the power to hear confessions and to 
forgive sin; to anoint the dying, and to 
bury the dead. For the first time you 
taste the: wine from the mass chalice, 
which, according to Catholic belief, 
you have just helped to transubstanti- 
ate into Christ’s blood by the formula 
of consecration. All the power which 
Roman church authority alone claims 
to possess direct from God is transmit- 
ted to you—to be used, however, only 
under blind obedience to papal com- 
mands. 

“After the ceremony, many of the 
laity came to kiss the palms of our 
freshly-anointed hands and to have 
them laid on their heads in blessing. 
Then came the important event of cel- 
ebrating the first mass. This I had re- 
served for Christmas morning. I was 
able to celebrate three masses in suc- 
cession—two in the Church of St. John 
Lateran, and the third in our own col- 
lege chapel, which was the solemn 
high mass of the day. I was honored 
in having as my first assistant my pro- 
fessor, pupil and friend, Monsignor 
Pietro Ciriaci. As a gift, he procured 
me a picture of the pope with.a special 
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blessing written thereon for me 


Pope Benedict XV in his own hang® .. 


writing. 

“There was no mother with te 
holy joy in her eyes to watch me < 
the altar to say mass for the first ti 
the rest of my family, too, were fm 
away. To see a son, dressed in cloth of 
gold and fine lace, as a priest at 
altar, is regarded by pious Catholy 
mothers as the acme of God's special’ 
favors to woman.” ® 


It was during his last six months 
the seminary after his ordination tha 
Dr. Lehmann first experienced a li 
pastoral work in a country place a 
shoft distance outside of Rome. “One 
of the priests of the college faculty? 
he recounted, “pastor of a small chug 
there, had me take his place to s# 
mass, hear confessions and preah 
whenever he was unable to be present, 
There it happened that I heard a 
fessions first, and preached my fitt 
sermon in Italian. The congregation 
was mostly of women-folk dressed it 
bright colored shawls and with scatts 
over their heads. ; 


“There was little I could preach to 
suit them, since their crude notions 
about religion and Christ were cof 
fined to attendance at mass on Sundajf, 
and devotion to the Madonna and 
their patron saints. There was no 
pel to read to them. So I endeavor 
to translate the Latin of the Gospel : 
the Sunday from the mass missal inte 
my best Italian. I ended up with a jer 
verino—appealing to them to come @ 
mass every Sunday and to confessi 
and communion often. 


“Ibid, pp. 70-71. 
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yi got my first shock about priests 
'B me Sunday morning after mass in this 
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little church. While talking to the boys 
who had served mass, one of the little 
flows pointed to one of his com- 
anions dressed like the others as altar 
oys and said: ‘Padre, that fellow’s 
father is a priest!’ Thinking I had not 
heard aright, I asked the boy himself 
what the other meant. ‘It’s true, Padre, 
my father is a priest; but he is a mas- 
tdzone ( a scoundrel). He left my 
mother and ran away to America. I 
have to live with my grandmother.’ 


“The rector trusted me and confided 

much in me; but I could see that he 
had his doubts as to my willingness to 
sibmit myself in blind obedience to 
the commands of unquestioned auth- 
ority. On the morning of my departure 
ftom Rome he kissed me on both 
theeks, as is the custom, bidding me 
Godspeed with many auguri for a suc- 
cessful ministry in the service of Ro- 
man church propaganda.” * 


* * * * 


[ WAS in Cape Town, South Afri- 

ca, afriving as a missionary priest 
in January, 1922, Dr. Lehmann began 
his ministry in the service of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. 


Well remembered was his first ser- 
mon in the cathedral. ‘I based it,” he 
wrote, “upon a text of St. Paul’s first 
Epistle to the Corinthians, 9:24. Know- 
ing how necessary it was for me to fin- 
ish with a flourish in defense of papal 
law and sacramental practice, I found 
it difficult to find the connecting link 
whereby St. Paul could be brought in- 
to line with the Catholic practices of 
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the mass, confession, rosary devotions, 
etc. I remembered the story of the old 
Irish priest who could always find 
some indication of confession in every 
incident in the Gospel. One Sunday 
morning the prominent character in the 
Gospel for the day was Saint Joseph. 
The congregation was sure that they 
were going to be spared the usual in- 
struction about confession on that day 
at least. Nothing daunted, however, 
the old priest went on quietly to ex- 
plain that Saint Joseph was a carpen- 
ter; but a carpenter makes confession- 
boxes, and therefore this Gospel pas- 
sage clearly indicated the need of a ser- 
mon on confession. My text from St. 
Paul was his reference to the racing 
games in Corinth wherein ‘but one re- 
ceiveth the prize. So run that you may 
obtain.’ | made this a defense of the 
practice of mass and confession by the 
following chain of argument: The 
prize is heaven; mortal sin alone can 
make you lose the prize; but mortal sin 
can only be forgiven by priestly absolu- 
tion; therefore, you must go often to 
confession.” * 

The extent of the work for Roman 
Catholic priests in Cape Town was 
very limited at that time. The Roman 
Catholic population was very small and 
greatly scattered. There were barely 
enough Roman Catholics to occupy the 
time of the thirty priests whom the 
bishop of Cape Town had at his dis- 
posal. But still propelled by his priest- 
ly ardor, Dr. Lehmann attempted a 
crusade to corral the colored people 
around Cape Town to the practice of 
Roman Catholicism. 


“I formed,” he related, “the boys and 
girls into brigades; organized and taught 
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a band and, as inducements to their par- 
ents, had them march-on Sunday morn- 
ings to mass with a great blare of ill- 
tuned bugles. I was discouraged from 
teaching Christianity to them from the 
Gospel, and I was obliged to confine my 
efforts to making Roman Catholic ritual 
and saint-worship attractive to them. Even 
the Roman Catholic catechism was use- 
less as a medium of instruction. 


“I was at least given credit for a de- 
termined effort at mission work, while 
my brother priests were content to hear 
confessions and administer the sacra- 
ments to the few faithful Irish who came 
to mass on Sunday mornings. 


“After three years and a half my 
work as a priest in Cape Town was 
interrupted. I was recalled to Rome in 
order to continue the negotiations with 
the Vatican courts in which I had been 
engaged as a student in Rome on be- 
half of many bishops and clergy, in 
connection with the ‘Mungret College 
Case’ against the Jesuits. While in 
Rome I had conducted this legal mat- 
ter to a seemingly successful conclu- 
sion. A final decree of ten cardinals, 
approved by Pope Benedict XV, had 
been issued against the Jesuits before 
I departed as a priest for South Africa. 


“On our side, we had implicit con- 
fidence in the justice of Roman canon 
law procedure, not doubting for a mo- 
ment that this supreme decree of the 
Holy See would be immediately and 
automatically put into effect against 
the Jesuit Order. But we had reckoned 
without the power of Jesuit influence 
in high places in Rome. Years had 
elapsed and the decree had been left 
to moulder in the pigeon-holes in the 
offices of the Vatican. 


“Archbishop Curley of Baltimore, 
Bishop Barry of Florida, and’a host of 
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prominent clergy in the United Sta 
then determined to test the justice 
the much-boasted Roman canon | 
to bring even the powerful Order gf 
the Jesuits into submission to a deg 
of the pope. After a year of negotig 
tions, after which I returned to Affi 
these bishops decided that I could bag 
serve their cause if transferred tog 
diocese in the United States. The bish: 
op in Cape Town, fearful of the poy 
of the Jesuits, agreed, as he was 1 
luctant to sanction my continued 7 
tivity against this ubiquitous Order, 
The Bishop of Cape Town readilyi 
sued the appropriate credentials th 
Dr. Lehmann might sail for Ametig 
One of these letters set forth in 
was as follows: 
“We testify that you are a priest% 
good moral character, and that youg 
forth from our diocese free of eve 
censure and of every canonical ed. 
ment and penalty. Wherefore, We ; 
mand from all before whom you mm 
present yourself, especially the Ma 
Illustrious and Most Reverend Father 
in Christ, the Bishops, officials & 
ministers of the churches, that they 
mit you to the celebration of the saci 
fice of the Mass and to the exercise: 
other divine offices, and to favor ya 
and keep you safe in everything . ..™ 


* * * & 
HUS THE transfer to 
relieved the Bishop of Cape Te 0 
of any further embarrassment throu 
fear of the Jesuits, and also rekindlét 
in Dr. Lehmann hope for a renewal of 
his own personal faith in the method 
and practices of Roman Catholicism,” 
In his own words: “I set foot on 
soil of free America with a firm ¢ 
viction that I was in a land whose it 
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@ty-loving spirit must eventually force 
len the Roman papacy to yield to less 
giocratic methods. In Europe and 

MSuth Africa we had heard of the 
mower, the wealth, and the efficiency 
ig af American Catholics. We knew that 
gi & fie Vatican was now financially depen- 
¢ dnt almost entirely upon their gen- 

GMewsity; that by their faithful atten- 

. dance at mass and the sacraments, and 

em ytheir support of every pious project, 

pB tiey Shamed the loose-living, decadent 

Gtholics of Italy, France, Spain and 
®S cher European countries, who were 

& & Catholic by race and tradition. If there 

wis a future for a reformed Catholli- 

dsm, the United States was surely the 

place where it could be effected.” * 


Before sailing from South Africa, 
Dt. Lehmann received the following 
¥ pucious letter of acceptance into the 

B dicese of St. Augustine by its Bishop, 
Patrick Barry: 

__ “EPISCOPAL RESIDENCE 

St. Augustine, Fla. 
3/8/27 


“Dear Father Lehmann, 

"I have yours of the 22nd ult., and 
wish to say that my offer to adopt you 
sill stands. If, after your work on the 
Mungret case is completed you find South 
Africa closed to you and you can get 
jour permission to come here, I shall find 
tom for you in this diocese. 

“With every good wish, I am, 

Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) P. Barry, 
Bishop of St. Augustine,” ** 


Upon arrival in America, he was im- 
Médiately appointed as Pastor of 
ille, the university city of Flo- 

ibe ta. The continuation of work in the 
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Mungret case against the Jesuits and 
another journey to Rome, did not pre- 
vent Dr. Lehmann from taking a keen 
interest in the heated controversy of 
the Hoover-Smith presidential cam- 
paign which was raging in the Sum- 
mer of 1928. That was the auspicious 
time, he felt, for the American public 
to learn the official facts concerning 
the juridical status claitned by the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in the United 
States. 


“I was called upon,” he wrote, “as 
a Roman Catholic pastor, to explain 
to some of the more intelligent of 
my parishioners the bewildering an- 
omaly . . . between the practice of Ca- 
tholicism and the juristic status of the 
Roman church in the United States. It 
was not an easy task. The Knights of 
Columbus naturally resented the accu- 
sation that loyalty to their church and 
true patriotism should conflict. Priests 
sought a way out of the dilemma by 
obscuring the issue, charging bigoted 
and political motives against those 
who brought the facts to light. I was 
rash enough to state plainly that the 
facts could not be denied, since they 
were the official teachings of papal 
canon law, and were taught in our own 
Catholic universities in America. I pre- 
ferred to smooth over the difficulty by 
pointing out the improbability of the 
Roman church’s ever becoming so 
powerful as to have opportunity to put 
its claims into practice. The answers of 
Catholic spokesmen such as the Rev. 
Dr. John A. Ryan of the Catholic Uni- 
versity in Washington, helped me to 
convince my inquirers that there seem- 
ed no desire for the present on the 
part of Catholic church leaders in the 
United States to so press these claims 
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as to nullify the Amendment to the 
United States Constitution that guar- 
antees religious freedom. 


“But I knew well that my apology 
was lame indeed. Nor did I satisfy. my 
hearers. They looked upon me as in 
some way tainted with Protestant sym- 
pathies. Catholic men and women were 
pledged to do their utmost to realize 
the slogan of their church: ‘Make 
America Catholic.’ This was the aim 
and end of all their endeavors; all 
their clubs; their Knights of Colum- 
bus; their parochial schools and uni- 
versities, their church attendance and 
their subscriptions to all Catholic pro- 
jects. Once America became predomi- 
nantly Catholic, what could prevent 
their engrafting this purpose upon the 
government of the nation? 


“The true claims of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church,” he continues, “‘are embodied 
in its canon law, and in text-books on 
social ethics used in Catholic universi- 
ties. It is well to remember that the ‘teach- 
ing’ of Catholic principles, as expounded 
in Catholic schools and universities, dif- 
fers greatly from teaching in secular 
schools ae universities. The latter may 
be called ‘informative’ teaching, as com- 
pared with the ‘propagandist’ teaching of 
the Catholic schools. No ‘take or leave it’ 
is permitted in Catholic teaching. The 
pupil must not only earn what his church 
officially teaches, but must do what he is 
taught to do. The teacher's task is to in- 
sist that, “This is our opinion; we are 
right; any other opinion is wrong ; every- 
body is in error who differs from us. As 
it is unethical to act upon wrong princi- 
ples, any action against our teaching is 
sinful.’ 


“What, then, is this only right opin- 
ion as to the juridical status of the 
Roman Catholic papacy throughout all 
the world and at all times? 
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“The claim is: 


That the Roman papacy is the g 
church system established by the d 
command of God. 


That it exists, and is divinely 
pointed to exist independently a 
stperior to, every other institutio 
earth. 


That it has no need to accept a cig 
ter of incorporation from any civil g 
ernment whatsoever. E 

That it is the one and only m 
juristic personality (corporation) 


ing jurisdiction over every other ing) ihe 


tution in state and church. 


That all other associations in ¢ 
and state, be they educational. 
and universities — or charitable — 


phanages, hospitals, etc. or cultura | 


gymnasiums, art and musical 


mies, etc., depend for their exi; t elt li 


upon the major puristic persor 
the papacy. 


“It concedes that the civil goy 
ment of a country, whether it be fi 
by an absolute monarchy, an ele 
president, or a self- “appointed di dictal 
is also a ‘perfect society.’ But sinceth 
civil state rules only in arn mat 
ters in the economic order and ist \ 
up of these educational, ch 


and cultural institutions, it mus i f 


to the superiority of the papacy @ 
it, since the papacy claims to have be 
appointed by God to regulate ¢ 
educational, charitable and al 
work. 


“The religious controversy ové 
Smith - for - President campaig 
1928,” he concluded, “should prt 
all American Catholic priests af 
ple that there is no way out of @ 
lemma in which the divine cl 
their church places them before 
fellow-citizens. The papacy &@ 
yield one iota in the statement 0 
grandiose assertions; it bides itst 
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g the realization of them, permit- 

g the present position of the sub- 

Mewience of the Roman Catholic 

TBgurch in the United States to a Protes- 

‘Bunt people’s Government, as the best 

igbstitute’ that could have been work- 
Siidout by the American people.” * 


But the conduct of the campaign by 

n Catholic leaders in America 

inced him of the impossibility of 

"Say reform of Roman Catholicism in 
ihe United States. 


‘For me,” stated Dr. Lehmann, “it 
ay the death-knell of any hopes 
‘mawich I may then have cherished for 
Smiteasonable ‘reform’ of Roman Cath- 
aamdiism in the modern world. I had yet 
become fully convinced that the de- 
fat in the official root-principle of the 

ft Roman papacy made it impossible any 
ginger as a suitable channel for the re- 
migamptive spirit of Christ to stricken 
palumanity. I had witnessed the failure 

: tthe papacy as a defender of public 
wmiauce in the Mungret case against 


Lm ‘bid, pp. 110-113; 115. 


the Jesuits; I had seen it fail its people 
in America in their effort to be one 
with their fellow-citizens in holding 
adamantly to their constitutional 
rights to liberty of conscience, free- 
dom of worship, and to separation of 
church and state. But what forced me 
to face squarely the bitter duty of re- 
moving myself from its jurisdiction 
was the growing realization that the 
same defect in the papacy’s root-prin- 
ciple was responsible directly for the 
broken lives of my brother priests, and 
for the lack of any true spiritual uplift 
in the souls of many of the people 
committed to their care.’”** 


* * %* 


Ney, IN a strange country, Dr. 

Lehmann fought to save himself 
from total disillusionment with all 
that was familiar to him by devoting 
his energy and thought to ministering 
to the spiritual needs of his parishion- 
ers. Here again he was thwarted by 


- 


“Ibid, pp. 116-117. 





Gro t of Slovak Evangelical Lutheran pastors gathered in 1947 at their 32nd biennial 
myention in Dixon City, Penna., where Dr. Leo H. Lehmann was the principal speaker. 
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the impotency of the Roman Catholic 
sacraments and practices. Donning the 
elaborate vestments of its ritual, 
speaking from its richly ornamented 
chancels, confining the dispensation of 
grace to the workings of his consecrat- 
ed. fingers, appeared sharply inhar- 
monious to him with the fearless teach- 
ings and simple counsels of Christ. 


As told in his own words, the fol- 
lowing experience will illustrate his 
sense of failure as a parish priest: 


“Mine was the sad ordeal of assisting 
a young man coridemned to die in the 
electric chair in the Florida State prison 
at Raiford, which came within the con- 
fines of my parish in Gainesville. He was 
from a city in the East, born and bap- 
tized a Roman Catholic, and a product 
of a Roman Catholic parochial school. 
In his youth he was taught all that Ro- 
man Catholic practice deems essential for 
a Christian, Godfearing life. He was 
convicted in Tampa as accessory to first- 
degree murder during the hold-up of a 
restaurant in which the proprietor was 
slain. 


“I did all I could to prepare this young 
man for the ‘last mile.’ I administered 
to him in full every rite which the Ro- 
man church has ordained and by which 
divine grace and strength are said to be 

ured into needy souls. Even as he lay 

mp and dead in the electric ghair the 
moment after the fatal current had done 
its work, I anointed his forehead with 
oil as prescribed for the administration 
of the sacrament of ‘extreme unction.’ 


“Yet I knew I had failed to carry any 
real consolation to the racked and sin- 
scarred soul of that poor lad. I visited 
him in his death-cell during his long 
week of-fearful waiting, and signed him 
with the form of absolution many times 
over. On that last morning I was at the 
prison gates at break of dawn, carrying 
with me all the cumbrous instruments 
necessary to celebrate mass. These I ar- 
ranged on a table near the double bars of 
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his cage. I donned all my shining Ra 
vestments, and snceied, with 1 
dignity which e€ ominous atmos 
of a condemned cell would pers 
offer the ‘sacrifice’ of the mass in Gy ty 
The poor lad, in a fever of dread email |. 
tation, paced up and down be = 
bars smoking one cigarette after ang 
He threw away a cigarette to receiv 
his tongue the wafer of holy come 
which I passed to him through the 
of his cel. It produced no effect. — 


“The injection of morphine adm 
tered by the doctor, ten minutes bi 
he was led to the chair, calmed him § 
what. It suddenly dawned upon mé 
the doctor’s single injection of morp 
had brought the boy more external g 
than all my administrations of the 
man Catholic sacraments, which af 
lieved to soothe both body and soul, 
followed him to the chair. A new 
man, who had reported the case fos 
press all through the trial and convi¢ 
was there to jot down his last-m 
impressions. His breath smelled vile 
whiskey, and he confessed to me ii 
nervous whisper that if he had not fill 
himself with liquor he could never : 
brought himself to witness the end. g 


“As the whirl of the rheostat sent 
full force of the destructive cunt 
through the boy’s body, jerking it 
olently and holding it tense and stiffe 
almost in the air, my hand went up@ 
down in repeated signs of the Oss 
companied by the Latin words of abs 
tion, as if I, too, could send a 1 
absolving grace through to his depat 
soul. His body fell limp and dead w 
the current had o and I 
forward with my vial of oil poised if 
fingers. I requested the warden 1 
move the iron cap from the dead | 
head and smeared his forehead, 
with the dew of death, with the oil 
in the last rite of the Roman church 

“Since none of his relatives was 
I claimed his body and had it pti 
with full church rites in the Roman Gill hy 
olic part of the cemetery—though ® 
without protest on the part of some pms 
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Gatholics in my io who ob- 
gted to a convi murderer resting 
mong their departed relatives. I had to 
emind them that Jesus Christ died be- 

ween two murderous thieves. 
"Yet, I confess that, in spite of all 
jelaborate working of the power 
@ Roman Catholic sacramental rites 
iimough my consecrated fingers, I felt 
at I had failed a Christian soul in its 
gost needful hour. It may have been 
f ffault; it may have been the boy’s 
jm. But in justice to us both, first 
i@asideration must be given to the lack 
# dtrue Christian content in the Roman 
@iholic system of youthful religious 
fining. Besides, if the correct and 
fll administration of external sacra- 
n fatal rites could have effected an ex- 
i pression of Christian sentiment in that 
soul, then surely enough had 
done by me to produce it. But not 
s 5: it did the boy evince through 


He had been a faithful mass-go-. 


| Catholic until shortly before his 
7B oaviction. It was too sadly evident 
iio me that true Christian sentiment 
MB lad never been taught to him. Cate- 
tm dism in plenty he must have had in 
sams parochial school; he must have 
jag een taught an abundance of routine 
>soh and devotional saint-worship. 
lit all these, together with the exter- 
magical working of a priest's 
lands, could not produce in a moment 
‘need the helpful Christian attitude 
mich should have been taught him in 
lis youth. 
Nevertheless, I had to accept the 
piaise of Catholic people for having 


tly succeeded in doing a true 
oe for the poor condemned 
"15 
’ "bid, pp. 125-128. 
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Ret DR. LEHMANN had yet to 

suffer a year of bitter conflict be- 
fore bringing himself to proclaim that 
dissatisfaction with the Roman Catho- 
lic priesthood by publicly resigning 
from the priesthood. During this year 
he fought out the decision not only 
with himself but sought the counsel of 
some of the more trustworthy of his 
fellow priests. Archbishop Curley 
warned him to beware: “Do not let 
your feelings carry you away to a point 
of doing anything you would regret 
the rest of your life,” he wrote. Bishop 
Barry urged him to consider well the 
consequences and begged him “not to 
allow yourself to slip.” 

Yet, Dr. Léhmann wrote: “I knew 
that there was slowly dawning within - 
me a settled conviction of my duty as 
a true Christian. I realized the truth of 
what St. Ambrose had said: ‘For a 
priest there is nothing so dangerous 
before God, nothing so shameful be- 
fore men, as not to speak out his con- 
victions freely.’ I trusted that out of 
the very bitterness to be suffered there 
would come a sweetness amply com- 
pensating me for the sacrifices which 
would be entailed. 

“Nor was I disappointed in this. I 
have never had a moment's regret for 
the decision which I finally took to 
lose all that made life dear and prec- 
ious to me as a priest, in order to find 
the true life promised by Christ to 
those who should sacrifice all for His 
sake.”"** 


* * * * 


A FROM the personal sacri- 
fices involved in a decision to 
leave the priesthood, Dr. Lehmann 


*Ibid, p. 134. 





was faced with the trumpeted fanfare 
of the socially prominent who were re- 
versing his field and claiming satisfac- 
tion to their soul in the Roman Catho- 
lic faith. 

“In fairness to the church and its 
priesthood which I was about to re- 
pudiate,” he confided, “‘as well as to 
myself, I asked myself: who was I to 
pit myself against the convictions of 
such men? Perhaps my struggle 
against the methods, practices and 
claims of Roman Catholicism was only 
the result of a disordered fancy or per- 
sonal distrust and discontent? The tes- 
timony of these prominent men, com- 
bined with the selfish warnings of 
bishops and of my fellow-priests—not 
to be a rash fool; not to throw away 
my means of a secure living and my 
honored status; to make the best of it; 
to sink my conscientious doubts — 
served not to make my soul-struggle 
any easier. 

“One thing alone sustained me; and 
that was the clearing vision of the true 
Gospel of Christ which was slowly 
forming within me out of the very bit- 
terness of the struggle with it all. 
Christ surely brooded over my soul 
during all that time — a veritable 
‘hound of heaven’ pursuing me and 
beckoning me with insistent allure. 
That vision helped me to discount the 
selfish warnings of priests older and 
more experienced than I. It helped me 
also not to be frightened out of my de- 
termination by the arguments and ac- 
tions of Protestant men who had be- 
come enthusiastic defenders of every- 
thing papal.”** 

Dr. Lehmann even dared to pray 
that the light of the errors of Roman 


"Ibid, pp. 137-138. 
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A snapshot, taken in 1946, of Dr. 
mann and his twin sons, ’ 
Frederick. 


Catholicism be taken away from h 


and that he conscientiously co 
main in its priesthood. But to no a 


“I could see but a difference,” hes : 


‘tin name between the church of the] 


man papacy and that which Christ » 
mercilessly belabored — the chure a 


pontificial high-priests; of pompous 
nitaries with broad phylacteries; of 


opic scribes and whitewashed Pharisees 


the church which ‘binds heavy burden 


and grievous to be borne, and lays the 
upon men’s shoulders;’ which legisla 
much about fastings and external wa 
ings; which makes sinful the meats 


eee 


fc 


go into the belly on certain days, 


heeds little the foul things that come 
of the heart every day. If it might not 
given to me to imitate Christ in Hisé 


treme condemnation of such a church] 


felt that I would be one with Him b 
silent protest in relinquishing my of 
position as a member of its ministe 
priesthood.” 28 


* * * * 


HUS DR. LEHMANN esign 


© 


from the priesthood in 1929. 


» 
5 ering * 
oo ES 


joined that amazingly large group 
obscure men, serving in various pose 
tions, mostly incongruous to theif 


training, throughout the cout 


Pn oe 


i} 


ry. | 


“Like other men,” he related, “I nave 
known the simple joys of a hump 


; 


“Ibid, pp. 144-145. 
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¢ | have shared the hopes, the ex- 
tions, and the disappointments of 
laried clerks in a city business 

s I have shared their dismay dur- 
years when the economic struc- 
after reaching a peak of prosper- 
@pitherto unknown, came tumbling 
dm to ruinous levels of industrial 
Mimression and financial deflation. I 
im ve learned at first-hand of the needs 
i @men and women, of their spiritual 
Payamings, of their ceaseless struggles 
. obtain recognition of the principles 
Christian justice from those who 
gle in church and state. I have learn- 
din the school of intimate experience 
what was not, and never could have 


PB len taught me in the seminaries of 


te Roman Catholic Church—the es- 
gitials of life which its priests never 
gem to grasp because of the exclusive 
lives required of them. 


"No better opportunity could have 
heen given to fit me for whatever work 
forGod and Christ I may yet be called 
upon to accomplish.’”**° 


Sowrote Leo H. Lehmann. The work 
for which God had prepared him by 
sith a labyrinth was that of bringing 
ie true teaching of salvation, as it 
lad been denied him, to his own peo- 
ple—the Roman Catholics. This he 
has done in many ways. In 1940 he re- 
vived THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE, starting with a scant hun- 
died subscribers, which under his al- 
Most single handed efforts has sky- 
fitketed to nearly forty thousand sub- 
stibers. During his term as Director 
of Christ’s Mission he has personally 
counselled with over one hundred for- 
met Roman Catholic priests regarding 


__ 


“hid, pp. 153-154. 
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their temporal as well as spiritual con- 
dition. He is the author of numerous 
articles, pamphlets, and books. Some 
of his writings are: ‘Out of the Laby- 
rinth,” “Soul of A Priest,” The Catho- 
lic Church and the Public Schools,” 
“Mixed Marriage In The Catholic 
Church,” “Ought I to Become A Ro- 
man Catholic, or Remain a Protes- 
tant,” “Vatican Policy in the Second 
World War,” “The Secret of Catholic 
Power,” ‘Catholics and Heretics,” 
“The Pope That Was Never in Rome,” 
“The Ins and Outs of the Jesuits,” 
“Religious Education and Crime,” 
“Vatican Power Politics in Ireland;” 
“The Catholic Church in Hitler's 
Mein Kampf,” “Behind the Dicta- 
tors,” “The Bible Is God’s Book,” “I 
Accuse.” 

On one occasion an official repre- 


the 8.S. Queen Elizabeth in 
1947, Dr. Lehmann leaves for an extended 
speaking tour of the British Isles. 
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sentative of the Roman Catholic Arch- 
diocese of New York City visited Dr. 
Lehmann at Christ’s Mission to try to 
find some “‘common ground” on which 
he and the Roman Catholic Church 
could unite. The official representative 
was a fellow classmate of his and after 
the formalities of discussing school 
days were over, the men talked at 
length about the possibility of a “com- 
mon ground.” Dr. Lehmann answered 
that the only basis of such a union 
would be if he were allowed to preach 
from Roman Catholic pulpits the all- 
sufficiency of Christ's substitutionary 
death on Calvary. The visitor held up 
his hands in horror. “We can never 
agree to that, you know,” he declared. 


“Then,” said Dr. Lehmann, “I will 
continue to preach outside your church- 
es to my Roman Catholic people.” 


* * * 


AND: UNTIL the time of his death, 
Dr. Lehmann did continue to 
preach the all-sufficiency of Christ’s 
vicarious atonement on Calvary to his 
own Roman Catholic people. He per- 
sonally chose books and pamphlets for 
them to read. He corresponded with 
them and advised Protestants how to 
deal with their Roman Catholic 
friends and relatives. He spoke across 
the country in small and large gather- 
ings presenting, as he called his mes- 
sage, “the cleat Gospel of Christ 
against the background of the errors 
of the Roman Catholic Church.” 


All this he did, because of his dual 
love—his love for his own Roman 
Catholic people and his love for his 
own Saviour and Lord. 

He held no malice for anyone, let 
alone his own Roman Catholic people, 
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as the Church of Rome would hayey | 
believe. Nor did he ever entertaing 
thought of returning to the Rome 
Catholic priesthood, as they also woudE 
like us to believe. ; 
Our readers will probably 
mors to the effect that Dr. Lehm 
recanted on his deathbed, and will 
ly received the last rites of the Chush® 
This is far from the truth. Dr. 1 
mann died as a Bible believing Pi 
estant and maintained his fait 
Christ's complete sacrifice until yj 
end. Two Roman Catholic priests @ 
tered his sickroom unsolicited by D 
Lehmann, and even after formal & 


laration had been made to hospiiif 


authorities that no priest was to eniey 
his room. The second priest, a Re 
demptorist Father from Brooklyn, NR 
Y., left the room greatly incom ‘i 
Dr. Lehmann with the harsh works ~ 
“I entered here to offer you s la 
not to have you convert me.” For Dil 
Lehmann had plainly told him how hg © 
was trusting Christ, and the pric 
himself could only have joy and sat 
faction if he, too, accepted Christ 
his complete Saviour. 

The funeral service of Dr. Lehman 
was held at the Baptist Temple, Bro 
lyn, N. Y. Rev. H. Clay Mitchell 
Rev. George Crapullo conducted th 
service, and the private interment 
in a non-sectarian cemetery in St 
Island, N. Y. Dr. Lehmann is survive 
by his wife, Margaret, and twin som 
Theodore and Frederick. 
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Dr. Lehman Urges 
Protestants To Rally 


one - Pn mage that, TELLS OF MISSION 
e Auditorium theater) «7 would be the first to re 
“ed| Lehman of New York, former] Roman Catholic people,” Dr. 
_ |Roman Catholic priest, called/tchman went on. He said that 
on Protestantism to rally its/ it was in order to bring them 
strength against “the forces Of] his message that he became di- 


'gmj evil that threaten us.” i hrist 
=| Dr. Lehman, guest speaker| ;, ee re = 


| at a Minnesota Christian Funda-| py tehman then related that 


_ 4, Was the object of a controversy — : os cena eae cera 
&| Wednesday when four St. Paul who left the Roman Cathorie 
é | citizens protested his talk would]. : 
“A church. It was that reforma 
s be critical of the Catholic] ~ : 
f church and create ill feeling. | tion, he said, that made possible 
i The City Council auditorium] “the liberties and freedom to 


" & committee, however, agreed to] Speak that we find in our prot- 
| ® permit the use of the theater| estant democratic America. 


a Narn n aeache. ait by ba ao CONSIDERS SELF BRIDGE 
;| liam H. Murk, pastor of Temple He .said he wished to con- 
Baptist church, that he would : 4 
caution Dr. Lehman not. to sider himself a bridge by which 


end the Roman Catholic people 
ee of the Catho- could come over so that he 


might offer them salvation for 
INTRODUCED BY MURK nothing. 

Dr. Murk introduced wr.| Dr. Lehman said he thought 
Lehman at Thursday night’s|Brotherhood Week would find 
meeting by saying that “when|its fulfillment “if we stand_t 
you hear him, you will find he|gether on Calvary. with Christ.” 

" 3f/ is a tender man, that he doesn’t}Then, he said, “We need. nat 
- _|hate anyone.” ° 5 fear any power, the Kremlin or | 

Dr. Lehman began his ad-|the Vatican.” 
dress by saying he was sorry ing the course of his talk 
that word had been spread that/there were one or two minor 

| he was to say anything' to cause|outcries from the balcony, in 
| dissension. youthful voices, one of which 
| He explained that he had/said plainly, “You're a big 
* i been born in Ireland of Roman jliar.” 
_ Catholic parenis and was eight fers 
“Hiyears in tke priesthood. He 
said an object of his life now 


; St. Paul’s Minnesota Pioneer Press of 
a - ag! the Roman February 25, 1949, reports on a meet- 


og I a I ee a a a ne ing adére a ™- =o 
oo a in St. Paul’s Auditorium theater. 





Vital Berities From Che Hen of ae 
CL. G. Lehmann’ | 


> THE CONVERSION of a priest is a special kind of conversion—something mor r 
a ‘turning around’ as the word conversion signifies. It is rather a complete turn-¢ 
spiritual ‘somersault.’ It involves a descent from his false position as an alter Ch 
“another Christ,” as he was formerly called, to a humble admission that he is but ang 
sinner saved by Christ. “y 


> I LEARNED that the Word of God is truly like a two-edged sword definitely cleaviy 
apart the true from the false, the things of God from those of Satan. There are no n 

of half-truth as there are of colors. There are no mere half-measures to God's action: 
Christianity, I have discovered, is an either/or religion. By it you are either saved ori 
saved, made alive or dead. To say or teach, as I used to in Roman Catholicism, that ity 
religion that leaves you at death not good enough for heaven yet not bad enough for hal 
is a mockery of logic as well as a mockery of Calvary. It is like squaring the circle tomy 
that at the same time you can be saved and not saved. 2 


> IF I were asked to point out the fundamental fault in the Roman Catholic Church, 
would say: its very success as a popular religion. For, in order to make itself and its t 
ings popular, to become the great religio-political machine that it is, it has been forced’) 
bring the things of God down to the attractive level of the human heart. The price it] 
had to pay for its success in accomplishing this is the whittling down of the truth of God 
the actual “turning of the truth of God into a lie.” (Rom. 1:25). 


» THE CHURCH of Rome puts a pope in the place of Christ, and substitutes bis dite 
torial word for the Word of God. It emphasizes Mary for Jesus, and a dead image @™ 


crucifix for a living, triumphant Saviour in the hearts of men. In the words of nd 
Newman: “It substitutes external ritual for moral obedience, penance for penitence, ti 
fession for sorrow, profession for faith, the lips for the heart.” Its ‘Vicar of Cheist ! 
a triple crown, flaunts proud titles and surrounds himself with the trappings of the R 
Caesars, dispenses Christian justice by the law code of pagan Rome, rushes to ally bi 

with oppressors of the people, depends on politics rather than prayer. 


»> I AM convinced that there are only two courses open to the Roman Catholic Churd: 
either a thorough reform of itself from within, or total disruption from without. Z 
> ONLY IN true Christian teaching is the sinner offered actual sonship of God andt 
couraged to become a partaker in the very nature of God Himself. This most exalted 
religious concepts, whereby each individual is liberated from the power of priests 
tyrannical overlords and made a rightful heir of God, is alone the heritage of the 
tian religion. It puts an end to the need of human mediatorship—of priests and ge 

of glorified snakes and other animals, and points the soul to Christ as the one and | 
su ficient mediator and Saviour. 4 


~ *From Dr. Lehmann’s last book, Out of the Labyrinth, Agora Publishing Company. $3.00. 
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( from other men only by two inches of 
ite collar turned back to front. But by their faithful congregations they are looked 
Bi of as superior beings who, by special divine 


| Bumperior to other men, these priests suffer great loneliness. For they are always 


that they do not really differ from other men, and are stamped with a spirit- 
i character that is more a fiction of popular sentiment than of special merit or call- 


»EX-PRIESTS ARE to be found where priests in good standing seldom appear: in 
2 city office. They are equal, if not superior in many instances, to most priests in 
offices in the Church. 


»DESPITE THE general belief among Catholic people, ex-priests do not as a rule come 
i from the ‘bad priests’ in the Church. Evil-living priests, in fact, do not voluntarily quit 
ieranks of the clergy, where economic security and a safe cloak for sex irregularities can 

wily be had. Most ex-priests I have known were most zealous as students for the priest- 
hood and retained their pitch of spiritual fervor after ordination longer than others. I 
would say that the very fact that they bad the courage to leave the priesthood is proof that 
their spiritual zeal was greater than those they left behind. For only a high pitch of spirit- 
ad enthusiasm, later thwarted by disillusionment, could produce enough courage to pre- 
4 sive self-integrity by sacrificing everything that seemed good in life a second time. Many 
lave bravely faced this sacrifice in the almost hopeless hope that in this way, at least a 
pat of their former high ideals might be salvaged. 


PIN ROMAN Catholic teaching, sanctification, like everything else in its theology, is 
mMexternal process dependent upon the works of the sinner using the seven sacraments 
of the Church as his only means of obtaining grace. These seven sacraments are pictured 
asseven channels of grace in which the sinner must wash his soul from sin, so that when 
hedirties it again, he has to return for another washing. 


»SANCTIFICATION IS not a mere imitation of Christ, but an identification with Him, 


and, as a consequence, an assimilation to Him. It is a relationship rather than a quality, a 
condition, not a characteristic, a union, not an attribute. 


» CATHOLIC CHURCH teaching about sanctification throws us off balance by confusing 
that which is of the earth, earthy, with what should be the new man in Christ. It con- 
fuses the earthen vessel with the treasure that should be in it. The earthen vessel—“the 
image of the earthy’"—is never sanctified ; the treasure within is forever sanctified. In other 
words, we are not sanctified as sons of Adam, but as “sons of God.” 
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» AS A STUDENT in Rome I had as my teacher of archaeology a certain F 
Marucchi, a layman of advanced age who was a co-worker with the great h 
Di Rossi. He related to us that for fifty years his greatest ambition had been 
earth in Rome some inscription which would verify the papal claim that the 
Peter was actually in Rome. Pope Leo XIII had solemnly promised, should he 
in bringing to light such an inscription, that, layman and married though he 
would reward him by making him a cardinal. He was forced to admit to us thy 
had given up hope of success in his search. What has been dug up from the 
early Christian Rome verifies all that the New Testament tells us of the form 
the Christian Church, but both remain silent witnesses against the claim of the 


of Rome to be the successors of the Apostle Peter, whom they claim to have beer 
first bishop of Rome. 


> THERE IS no stronger motivating force than the love of God. Having been absol 
sanctified, the Christian will continue in holiness, as he continues to grow in grace, 
a new creature in Christ, a partaker of the divine nature, and thus can walk the pathg 
holiness. This practical aspect of holiness is the logical sequence of the fixed or pos 
aspect of it. If we are fixed in this new position, we shall have a “new walk.” 


Just as works are the effect, not the cause of salvation, so sanctification will produt 
holy walk, not a holy walk produce sanctification, as Roman Catholic teaching inst 
Sanctification makes us citizens of heaven, but we haven't yet reached home. As a f¢ 
the walk may become defiled. In Ephesians 5, Paul explains how we must walk as’ 
lowers of God.” Only the saints, blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ, could} 
so exhorted. God never exhorts the unbeliever to holiness. Only the man in Christ: an 
have “understanding what the will of the Lord is.’ : 


> LIBERTY CAN only be built up synthetically by units, by individuals brave en 

to find God for themselves; who do not try to shift the responsibility for their sale 
tion to priests of any Church; who are courageous enough to reject the ims | 
priests that the Church is a kind of ‘spiritual insurance society’ that can gu ‘ 
them against loss of salvation in the next world; who are fully convinced that ti 

no human person or power, religious or legal, that is able to assure their souls, Thi 
liberty will increase when enough people fully understand that God has appointedm 
earthly agents with power of attorney to act for him, and that the only true sove | 
is in their own souls, not in those who sit on the thrones of kings or popes. In spited 
all its grandiose claims, a Church system like the Roman papacy can excommu 2 
but can never exclude from salvation; the State likewise can execute, but cannot ¢ 
vict. A true Christian obtains the grace of salvation by himself through Christ; t 
sinner convicts himself by his own crimes. 


» IN MODERN America the Roman Catholic Church tries to hide from Protestant 
real teaching that the souls in purgatory suffer from actual fire. But St. Thomas Ai 
teaches that the pains of purgatory are as violent as hell. Cardinal (now Saint) Bel 
declares: “It is the same sensible punishment which the sinner ought to have suffeream 
bell, with the exception of its eternity.” Pope Benedict XIV also confirms this in his bow 
“On the Sacrifice of the Mass.” Our Sunday Visitor, popular Catholic weekly papeta 
its issue of November 26, 1945, put it very luridly as follows: Purgatory is Real: a 
of Hell .. . the sense pains of Purgatory equal those of hell. Which means the t 
ture is about the same in both regions.” 


v 
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MY REPUDIATION of the Roman Catholic priesthood was primarily an effort to 
wve self-integrity. It called for disloyalty to a grandiose institution for selfish 
For I am convinced that in spiritual matters one must be selfish, since salva- 

pis necessarily something solely between the individual soul and God. 


THE THEOLOGIAN has his place in religion, but his task is limited to instructing us 

jmatters of doctrine, discipline and worship. The scholar, too, has his place in religion, 

ti is to help us understand obscure sayings and difficult problems. But the really im- 

potant factor in religion is the individual conscience. 

Inthe Roman Catholic Church the theologian has usurped all three of these, and the 
W ewlt has been, on the one hand, the stultification of the moral conscience in the Roman 


7 Giholic people, and on the other, the twisting of the Christian moral code by the theo- 


logians to serve the power and organization of the Church. 


»POWER AND success hows come to the Roman Catholic Church as a result of stulti- 
fation of the individual conscience and the fabrication of moulds and forms that do 


BH violence to man’s inner life. Many Protestant ministers foolishly envy its authoritarian 


Z dixipline, forgetful of the fact that this has been attained at the cost of the betrayal of 
© Christianity’s true code of morals. Not only can true Christiag teaching co-exist with im- 
bi perfect Church discipline and democratic organizational form, but I think they are essen- 
tial to it. 


>THE CONFLICT between Roman Catholicism and Protestantism centers around the 
opposing teachings of salvation by faith and salvation by works. Protestantism, which is 
the reassertion of the original Gospel teaching of Christianity, insists with the Apostle 


7 § Paul that works according to the law in the spiritual life not only do not justify, but are 
8 the cause of sin and condemnation: “The law was given to condemn, not to justify” (Rom. 
mm 3:19). Again to Titus (3:5) Paul lays it down that “Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to bis mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 

i the renewing of the Holy Ghost.” Roman Catholicism continues the pre-Christian religious 
mm teaching that for eternal salvation it is necessary to carry out to the letter the laws laid 
“down by the theologians and priests of the Church. 


# » GOD IS to be thanked that I am now free of all this [Roman Catholicism] to preach 


© and teach that above the woe and the sin, the evil and the failure of men, there stands 


the cross of Christ with its power to save all “to the uttermost.” Against the darkness 
of heathenism and the futility of human works to save it stands written: “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved!” 


>» THE ROMAN Catholic priesthood, true to its traditional role of deceiving by half- 
measures, has taken the humbled and crucified Jesus for its victim, to the exclusion of the 
Christ as glorified sovereign Lord and Master. Over this victim, Jesus in the flesh, Roman 
priests claim to exercise all the control of pagan priesthoods over their helpless and fleshly 
victims. This devotion to a dead, humbled and conquered Jesus, unless it is transformed 
into a spiritual relationship, results in the ultimate denial of Jesus as sovereign Lord. Thus, 
Roman Catholic priests are deputed to “‘sacrifice” him every day, to dissect and portion 
him out to their people, to limit his power, and to make sure that their followers will 
never be taught to look to him as reigning in power above all men. 
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» THE WHOLE key to the “new message”—the Evangel—of Christian teaching § 
assurance of an immediate state of felicity after death for believers on the Lord 
Christ. If this is not true, then there is no “new message” in Christian teach 

Jesus Christ is not a true Saviour. 


® THE STRANGE paradox of Roman Catholic teaching is its claim, on the one 
that Saint Peter was the first pope and Bishop of Rome; and its refusal, on the other 
to listen to and obey the teaching of Saint Peter as written down in the New Testamem 
a@ pope’s words are accepted as infallible today, one would think that Roman Ca 
including the pope himself, would accept as even more infallible what Peter de 
New Testament teaching. They should at least accept with equal authority Peter's 
and the encyclical letters and decrees of the popes of Rome down the centuries. The 
why Peter's instructions are hushed up happens to be because what he decreed is@ 
demnation of the very position of the pope and his Roman curia. 


HERE AM 1l- Send Mes 


Great and world-shaking events are taking place in Israel today. 
The hour has struck. Our Lord is on the move. What was prophecy 
yesterday is reality today. 


We of THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL Missionary and Relief Society, 
Inc., are in the front line of Christian service among God's ancient 
people, the Jews, preaching Christ, proclaiming salvation through the 
Messiah, caring for the hungry and needy in the Holy Land and 
behind the Iron Curtain, also in Germany, Belgium, France, England, 
and throughout the North American continent. 


$10.00 will supply a needy family and their hungry children with a nour- 
ishing parcel of food. 


*. 


$50.00 will help support o missionary of the Gospel for one month. And 


every gift, small or large, given prayerfully, will accomplish the desire 
of our Lord. 


To you and to us comes the Divine challenge, ‘Whom shall | send, and 


who will go for us?” Will you answer, “Here am |; send me"? Your 
ministry of prayer and Christian socrifice is most urgently needed. 


ase write to: 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-G ‘WITHERSPOON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


JOSEPH M. STEELE REV. VICTOR BUKSBAZEN 
PRESIDENT GENERAL SECRETARY 


DR. JOSEPH T. BRITAN 
TREASURER 


REV. BRUCE MILLAR, B.A., B.D. 
TREASURER FOR CANADA 


— 1066 AVENUE ROAD 


TORONTO 12, ONTARIO, CANADA 


The Converted Catholic 





HE REAL evil of the Roman Catholic doctrine of purgatory is the dishonor it casts 

be redeeming work of the Incarnate Son of God. Excuse may be made for the doc- 

of reincarnation in religions that do not profess to believe in Jesus Christ and His 

ig work. These do not set themselves up as followers of a Christ who made perfect 
sicomplete atonement for sin. Purgatory as a Christian doctrine takes away from the 


finess of Christ’s love for His Church and is a denial of the completeness and sufficiency 
sacrifice and mediatorial work. 


ST’S MISSION since its founding in New York by converted priest James A. 

or has helped close to three hundred former priests to find this new and living 
salvation. Most of them have devoted the remaining years of their lives to 

p and Protestant Church work in the different denominations. Every effort 
made by the Catholic Church authorities to keep the Catholic people from all con- 
g@with such men. The obvious reason for this determined policy of ostracizing ex- 
gests is the fear of the change that would take place if ‘free’ priests were allowed to 

in scope for religious work among the Catholic people. 


'@>THE BELIEF of Roman Catholics is that Jesus Christ brought only justice on earth, 

\Balthat Mary and the other saints must be looked to for mercy. “Ye know very well, 

‘Bremble brethren,” Pope Pius IX declares in one of his encyclicals, “that the whole of 

“Borconfidence is placed in the most Holy Virgin, since God has placed in Mary the full- 
nas of all good, that accordingly we may know that if there is any hope for us, if any 
, if any salvation, it redounds to us from her.” 


JAPAN. 


welcomes the word” 
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PIRIT 4 : 
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REFORMATION WES 0 


» PAPALISM PROCLAIMS that all men have been redeemed by the sacrificial d 
Jesus. Yet it has developed a dogmatic system that actually denies that redemptior 
in another world, except to those who conform in every particular to its rules and. 
tions. It is more concerned about the doctrines and dogmas which it has evolved 
serve its external structure than in the saving message of Christ as set forth in th 
Testament. Its basic defect is that it has restored a religious and social system which 
severely condemned. It seeks to redeem mankind by a man-made system from) 
Christ freed us. It has restored the old fatalism of the Orient, which affirms that 
and must ever remain, a mere creature of dust to be ruled to the end by external & 
thus denies the sovereignty of the individual soul, the sonship of each with the 
hood of God, and of the full brotherhood of all men through Christ. 


» TO THE average Roman Catholic priest, the absolving of sinners in confessi 
comes a very routine matter, a tiresome sawing of the sign of the cross in the al 
the heads of his confessing parishioners, accompanied by the mechanical repeti 
the Latin words of absolution. The whole process is in no way spiritually direc v 
has little psychological value. 2 
» IN SUCH a religious system the need at once arises for law and metaphysich 
though these are divorced from ethics and human needs. Salvation for all, except af 
few, is made dependent upon the laws fashioned by the one at the top of the la 
pope himself is able to shake hands with the Almighty in the clouds of heaven, ®@ 
cause of any individual merit or sanctity on his part, but by virtue of the old Rom 
of universal succession. By the same law code of ancient Rome, disobedient outé 
thrown upon the pitchforks of the devil in bell. 
24 
> CHRISTIANITY, as rightly taught, can have nothing to do with autocracy | 
kind, ecclesiastical or civil. Its development can never be stilted by cram 
matism. It is also opposed to sacramentalism, which injects into religion an wi 
like notion of sacrifice with an accompanyizig priestly caste. s 


> BY A masterstroke in spiritual wickedness the name of Mary has been seized u / 
multitudes are kept in bondage charmed and fascinated by a fable. 
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Che Lord Buries .. . 
But His Work Goes ms 


A“. LTHOUGH THE HAND of omniscient God has stilled the familiar 
woice of Leo H. Lehmann, the valiant work of Christ’s Mission, by 
the grace of God, will continue. Every facet of the work will continue 
x vith the same earnestness and conviction to protest against the unchris- 
tian and undemocratic aims and activities of the Roman Catholic Church. 


» In an emergency session last June 19, the Board of Trustees of 
Christ’s Mission appointed one of its members, Rev. H. Clay Mitchell, 
sistant Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, New York City, as acting 
director. Mr. Mitchell served closely with Dr. Lehmann during the past 
pyear as his spiritual and business advisor and associate. In the near 
future, however, after careful and prayerful consideration, the Board 
of Trustees expects to make a formal announcement of the appoint- 
ment of a qualified ex-priest to carry on the work so ably directed for 
‘the past ten years by Dr. Lehmann. 


' In the meantime, we at Christ’s Mission believe there can be no more 
ing tribute to our former Executive Director than to carry out with 


“increased enthusiasm and devotion the plans he helped formulate. 
These plans concern the expansion and intensification of our service to 


Evangelical Christianity. We feel confident our multitude of friends 
land readers concur. 


For this tribute the former Roman Catholic priests on the extension 

f of Christ’s Mission will devote more time to field activities—preach- 

bg in churches throughout the country, consulting with pastors and 
eople on all phases of the Roman Catholic problem, and joining to- 
ther in city-wide conferences. Those who serve in the editorial field 
contribute a greater number and variety of articles for publication, 

and those who cooperate with the Protestant Information Center will, 
# in the past, continue to analyze and answer false Roman Catholic 
flaims and propaganda. This fall we anticipate undertaking to support 
d ough Protestant schooling, a young man, who at this writing is still 
erving in the Roman Catholic Church, but already has accepted Christ 
as his full and complete Saviour, and now is arranging to join with us. 


: | Details of this will be revealed in a forthcoming issue. 


§ There will be no change in policy or purpose of the work of Christ's 
ission. Until we are able to make the expected announcement, we 
bunt heavily upon the continued prayers and interest of our readers 
i friends. Let each of us, led by our great director, Christ our Lord, 
RS stedfast i in the motto of Christ's Mission: 
4 “When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” 


Rs 
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Ffallelujah, (What a Saviour! 


A Favorite Hymn of Leo H. Lehmann 


“Man of Sorrows,” what a name 

For the Son of God who came 

Ruined sinners to reclaim! 
Hallelujah! what a Saviour! 


Bearing shame and scoffing rude, 

In my place condemned He stood; 

Sealed my pardon with His blood; 
Hallelujah! what a Saviour! 


Guilty, vile and helpless, we; 

Spotless Lamb of God was He; 

“Full atonement!” can it be? 
Hallelujah! what a Saviour! 


Lifted up was He to die, 

“It is finished,” was His cry; 

Now in heav’n exalted high; 
Hallelujah! what a Saviour! 


When He comes, our glorious King, 

All His ransomed home to bring, 

Then anew this song we'll sing: 
Hallelujah! what a Saviour! 


—P. P. Bliss 
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